SUMMARY Jet-washing of the uterine cavity for cytological examination has been performed in 200 patients. The There is a need for a screening procedure to detect endometrial premalignant and early malignant lesions as well as to screen high-risk groups, such as women receiving oestrogen substitution therapy. The aim of the present investigation was to compare the cytological diagnoses obtained with the Gravlee jet-washer with tissue diagnoses by curettage and, in particular, to assess the adequacy and representative nature of the specimen obtained by the washing technique.
Cytological screening is established as the main method for detecting premalignant and malignant lesions of the cervix uteri at an asymptomatic stage. Several techniques for cell sampling from the endometrium have been reported, such as aspiration, brush biopsy, irrigation, and the Vabratechnique. Consistently good results have been reported with irrigation (jet-wash) introduced by Gravlee in 19691 and the Curity sample aspiration technique of Isaacs and Wilhoite. 2 There is a need for a screening procedure to detect endometrial premalignant and early malignant lesions as well as to screen high-risk groups, such as women receiving oestrogen substitution therapy. The aim of the present investigation was to compare the cytological diagnoses obtained with the Gravlee jet-washer with tissue diagnoses by curettage and, in particular, to assess the adequacy and representative nature of the specimen obtained by the washing technique.
Patients and methods
The patients in the study were 200 women referred to our clinic for diagnostic curettage (Table 1) . Jet-wash was performed according to the technique described by Gravlee and was followed by curettage. It was done as a routine procedure by members of staff in the gynaecological department.
The material for cytological analysis was prepared by simply making smears after centrifugation. Smears were stained by the standard Papanicolaou method.
Received for publication 24 September 1979 Table 2 shows the adequacy of material obtained by the two methods. Enough material was found overall in 90% of the cytological specimens, and in 82% by curettage. In postmenopausal women the jet-wash technique gave adequate material in 87 %, and curettage produced satisfactory material in 75 %.
In 3 % neither method yielded sufficient material. 
